Women in Geosciences Panel
For the first time, a Women in Geoscience (WIG) Panel will be held during the opening ceremony at the ICEG on 15 November 2015, enhancing the full and robust technical program of this conference.
For the female workforce tackling issues such as salary parity conditions, STEM career promotion, and retention strategies are increasingly important. The WIG Panel will allow delegates to experience first-hand, the benefits of women with broad-based, diverse, and effective leadership skills. The panel will discuss/construct future paths, current and desired workforce perceptions, and focus on achievable successes a broader, female leadership can provide.
The Panelists invited are top female figures, that are recognized role-models in the Middle East Geosciences realm, they will share their experience, information and reflections about the participation of women in Geology, Geophysics, Petrophysics, Geochemistry, soil sciences, and all other disciplines embedded in Geosciences from their own experience point of view. Panel coordinated by Ms. Maria Capello, WNC Chair. 
Sandra Vega
Sandra Vega is a rock physicist experienced in acoustic lab measurements, seismic-logs-lab data correlation, carbonate fluid substitution, and Digital Rock Physics (DRP). Physicist of profession, she started her career in Geosciences (1990) working as Field Assistant Seismologist in acquisition of 2D seismic for Sismoven-Halliburton, Venezuela. Then, she worked as research petrophysicist from 1991 to 1998 in the research and development institute of Intevep-PDVSA. After that, Dr. Vega went back to school and got her master and PhD in Stanford University, USA. After earning her PhD in Geophysics (December 2003), she joined the CSL group in University of Miami, working as a postdoctoral fellow, where she studied the correlation between rock physics and GPR measurements. In August 2005, she joined the Petroleum Geosciences Department at The Petroleum Institute (PI) in Abu Dhabi, UAE, where she is still working as Assistant Professor. She has taught courses of Petrophysics, Data Analysis and Geostatistics, Reflection Seismology, Geosciences-Computer Project, Introduction to Geosciences, and Rock Physics. Dr. Vega has also supervised several senior projects, and undergraduate and graduate research in the areas of rock physics, petrophysics, reservoir characterization, and geomechanics. She has been the leader and principal investigator of important projects that study rock physics in carbonates in the Middle East, including new rock physics models, DRP (Digital Rock Physics) and RPT (Rock Physics Templates). Dr. Vega has been the leader and driven force to build the first Rock Physics Lab in UAE at the PI. She has also international and local collaboration in various carbonate studies, such as the effect of fluid flow on elastic properties, textural heterogeneity, fluid substitution, seismic attenuation, and corals.
Lorna Dawson
Lorna Dawson is a Principal Soil Scientist in the Environmental and Biochemical Sciences group at the James Hutton Institute, and has over 25 years' experience in managing and conducting research in soil and plant interactions. Lorna is Head of the Soil Forensics Group at the Hutton Institute, honorary professor in Forensic Science at Robert Gordon University, and is seconded to manage and advise on the Environmental Change program within the Scottish Government's (RESAS) strategic research, where she reports to the Directors' Executive Committee to ensure effective delivery of the Scottish Government's Strategic Research Program. She has published widely, and regularly presents at national and international conferences. She is affiliated to Aberdeen and Robert Gordon Universities in Aberdeen, contributing to the Archaeology, Soils, Environment and Forensic Science lecture courses, and is an external examiner at Strathclyde University. She has supervised over 20 PhD projects and has published over 70 refereed journal papers, books and book chapters. She is an editor for journals ISRN Soil Science and Elsevier, Materials Research Bulletin. Lorna developed the application of soil organo-mineral markers in forensic investigations and was Principal Investigator on a project funded by the EPSRC, developing tools for soil characterization in forensics. She is treasurer of an international Geoforensics network (IUGS Initiative on Forensic Geology-IFG). She is a member of the ENFSI (European Network of 
